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Presidentôs Corner 

By Gloria Wendt 

January 7, 2014 

 

Have you made your New Yearôs resolutions yet? I intend to exercise more 

and to have more fun. I canôt think of a more productive and fun way to do 

that than to be involved with the Opera League and I hope you feel the same 

way. We have so many great events lined up for this year and know that they will be supported 

by our members and the public as they have been in the last few years. 

 

Speaking of resolutions, I read some statistics (University of Scranton, research date 1-1-2014, 

published in Journal of Clinical Psychology) on the top ten New Yearôs resolutions for 2014. 

They are by ranking 1. lose weight, 2. get organized, 3. spend less money, 4. enjoy life to the 

fullest, 5. stay fit, 6. learn something exciting, 7. quit smoking, 8. help others in their dreams,     

9. fall in love, and 10. spend more time with family.  

 

Most of these goals can be achieved through involvement in the Opera League: enjoy life more 

by volunteering for events to meet new friends and have fun; learn something new by trying a 

project youôve never done before; help others in their dreams by supporting young singers in our 

Young Voice Competition; and fall in love é with opera! 

I canôt vouch for losing weight at our meetings since we have such great cooks in the League but 

hereôs wishing you the best for the next year.  
 

 

November 2013General Meeting  

In November we were treated to a presentation of Art Songs of Roberrt Schumann 

presented by Colorado College faculty members Dan Frosha, tenor and Jenifer DeDominici, 

mezzo-soprano and inimatable Susan Grace on piano 
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Christmas luncheon meeting , where Mother Nature was a guest of honor.   

 
Gerri Johnston enjoys the beautiful beginning of the Christmas season with fine food, inspiring entertainment 

and a sing-along with dear friends.    During the celebration, Gloria presented Opera Theatre of the Rockies with 

our year-end contribution of $7,500.00 

Young Voice Competition ɂopportunities to volunteer    if you are interested and have 

the time to give, please contact Dennis Jackson, General Chairman, at 579-6999. 

Audition Review Committee  will involve preparation activities before March 8 and 

continuing throughout the competitions on March 8 and March 21,      Registration :  March 8 

and March 21,      Door Keepers :  March 8,       Ushers: Final Recital, March 21,                   

Backstage personnel: March 21,      Judgesô Assistants: March 8 and 21,      Food: March 21, 

Publicity :  beginning well in advance of March 8 and continuing throughout the competition. 

Robert and Ingrid Littrell have donated an amazing Mountain 
Retreat bed and breakfast 3 night stay in the mountains of Cascade, 
CO (value $350) for our silent auction at the Valentine ȭÓ $ÁÙ 
Extravaganza.  Living room, kitchen and bath. Balcony with gas grill. 
Bedroom with both a queen and a twin bed. TV and cable, DVDs, Wi-Fi. 
Fenced with security gate.  Hot tub.  Park-like setting at 7450 feet.  
Other auction items, to date, include Golf for 4 at Club at Flying 
Horse (value $475), wine, massage, jewelry, pottery, paintings and 
certificates for furniture, and a ÒÅÓÕÍÅȭ with cover letter. 
 
 
 

                                       $$$$$$ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ $$$$$$                   December 31, 2013       
MAIN ACCOUNT       $6,254.66 
RAFFLE ACCOUNT -- SCHOLARSHIP/CAREER GRANTS ONLY  $1,581.94 
FUND RAISER ACCOUNT           $1,155.72 
COMMITTED DEPOSIT:   CELIA RASOR ESTATE      $51,576.92 
DO NOTHING   cost of $139.05 = % ratio cost to profit  3% to 97%  $ 4,620 .00. 
JAM    cost $133.46                                                                                    $      695.00  
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DO NOTHING MEETS GOAL! 

Thank you! Thank you!  The Bluebird is hitting 

those high notes of success!  Our goal of 

$4500 was passed and $4620 raised at a  

modest cost of $139.  PPOL wishes to thank 

non-members who contributed 21% of that 

goal. 

 
 
 

 
         JAM        JAM       JAM       JAM 
      ²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ŀ ōǳƳǇŜǊ άŎǊƻǇέ ƻŦ ƧŀƳ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ  
Nearly 11 cases already sold and 4 more 
available.  Revenue thus far is $717.50 
      Cost has been kept low by membersΩ faithful 
return of used jars and lids, plus Mary Margaret 
.ǊǳƳƳŜƭŜǊΩǎ very generous donation of 5 cases 
of jars.  I forgot to keep track of those who 
donated rhubarb.  Sorry, but  
thank you. 
       Call Nancy Daly, 635-7087, to order jam. 

 

      

                 The 

monthly raffle is a big deal and so 

important in helping us meet our 

scholarship and career grant goals. 

 

            

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Please add to Member Directory 

New Member:  Kirsten L. Friedman , 

2550 Covington Place, CS 80918  

  Phone 531-7238   kjf543@gmail.com 

 

mailto:kjf543@gmail.com
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Notes from Opera Theatre  
                                      by Susanne Wheeler 

Just in case you have not looked up anything about Leo Delibes 

and his colorful, lush opera, Lakmè  ς ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǊƛŎƘ ƭƻǾŜ ǎǘƻǊȅΣ ŀ 

ŎƭŀǎƘ ƻŦ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜǎΣ ƳǳŎƘ ƭƛƪŜ aŀŘŀƳŜ .ǳǘǘŜǊŦƭȅΦ  L ǿƻƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊΦ  LΩƳ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ 

have to wait and ǎŜŜ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘΦ  hǇŜǊŀ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƻŎƪƛŜǎΩ нлмп Ƴŀƛƴ ǎǘŀƎŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƎƛǾŜǎ ȅƻǳ ŀ ƻƴŎŜ-

in-a- lifetime opportunity to see this rarely-performed work, capturing the ambience of the Orient.  In fact, it 

has not been performed in all of Colorado in almost 50 years! Written in 1881 and sung in French, it is set in 

British Colonial India where a Hindu princess falls in love with a British Officer.   It is very demanding soprano 

role and so, we are excited to announce that Brittany Ann Renee Robinson, who got her start with Opera 

Theatre as part of the original Vocal Arts Symposium will return to Colorado Springs to sing the part of 

LakmèΣ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ŀ .ǊŀƘƳƛƴ ǇǊƛŜǎǘΦ  ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǳǊŜƭȅ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ǘǿƻ Ƴŀƛƴ ŀǊƛŀǎΣ ǘƘŜ άCƭƻǿŜǊ 5ǳŜǘέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

ά.Ŝƭƭ {ƻƴƎΦέ  5ǊŀƪŜ 5ŀƴǘȊƭŜǊΣ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǿŜŘ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ 9ƛǎŜƴǎǘŜƛƴ ƛƴ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ Die Fledermaus, will 

sing the tenor role of the British army officer, Ge` rald.  Boasting an excellent cast along with a full chorus 

and Indian dancers, this opera is full of gorgeous melƻŘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ άŜȄƻǘƛŎ ǎǇƭŜƴŘƻǊΦέ  Lǘ ƻǇŜƴǎ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΣ 

February 27 and is presented again Saturday evening and Sunday afternoon, March 1-2, 2014.  All 

performances are at Armstrong Theater, Colorado College.  To order your tickets, call (719) 646-1327 or you 

can purchase them at the Worner Center at Colorado College, NW corner Cascade and Cache La Poudre.  

They are also available online at www.operatheatreoftherockies.org.  We hope to see you there!       

  

http://www.operatheatreoftherockies.org/
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ȰThe Audition" - 
conceived, compiled and performed by 
Valerie Nicolosi Niemerg, mezzo-soprano, 
accompanied by Dan Brink, pianist, 
provided a humorous and musical 
entertainment.  
 

January 2014 General Meeting . 

Raffle Management 
 

Dennis Jackson was thanked with one more 

t-shirt for his management of the of the raffle 

account as he passed the baton to Mary 

Koepp  and Cindy Crater. 

 

 

                     UPDATED PPOL 2013-2014 EVENTS                 -  

 

February 14, 2014éValentineõs Day Extravaganza An Evening to 

Remember  

         The Mining Exchange, a Grand Wyndham Hotel.  

          8 South Nevada, 5:30 PM .   Reception and Silent Auction  

          7:00 PM Dinner  8:00 PM Fun and òlovelyó program of musical 

theatre and  opera by  Stars of Lakme `  Oper a Theatre of the Rockies  

 

March  8, 2014 Second Annual Young Voice Competition Auditions  

          Broadmoor Community Church , 315 Lake Avenue 9:00 AM  

March 16, 2014 Masterclass for Young Voice  

March 21 , 2014 Young Voice Competition Final Recital   

         Colorado College, Packard Hall, 5 W. Cache La Poudre St 7:00 PM  Tickets $10  

           

April  25 , 2014 Wine and Cheese Social  

         Gold Hill Mesa Community Center , 142 S. Raven Mine Dr.  5:00P.M.  Tickets $20  

 

May  20 , 2014 to June  2, 2014 Treas ures of the Empire, Vienna, Prague Trip 

 

July  8, 2014   PPOL Kick Off to Opera Theatre of the Rockiesõ Vocal Arts Festival 

        Social hour 5:30 PM, Program 6:45 PM, Dinner 7:45 PM ,  Cornerstone Arts              

Center, Colorado College,  No Cascade Avenue & Cache La Poudre   

July 26 - 28, 2014   Anna and the King of Siam,  Opera Theatre of the Rockies   


